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Abstract

The word 'Bhati' started to be used in the medieval period. At first, Muslim
historians used this term, and later this word gradually became popular in
history. Bhati indicates a coastal area from Chittagong to Hooghly basin near
Hijli Port. Richard M. Eaton says, "Bhati was its far greater agricultural
productivity and population growth relative to contemporary West Bengal.
Ultimately, this arose from the long-term eastward movement of Bengal's river
system, which deposited the rich silt that made the cultivation of wet rice." The
economy of medieval Bengal depended on these regions because the sea rout
was the prime communication in this period. Trade and commerce were deeply
attached to these Bhati areas. In ancient times, most part of these areas were
covered with jungles. However, in medieval age, it became the main character
in the economic and political history of medieval Bengal. The paper explains
the subject minutely, using contemporary sources, especially the vernecular
literatures.
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* Bhatti as mentioned by Abul Fazl and Mirza Nathan: N. K. Bhattasali Commemoration
Volume, (Dhaka: 1966), p. 311-322.

° Abul Fazl Allami, The Ain-i-Akbari, (tr. H. Blochmann), (New Delhi: 1965), 2™ ed.,
pp. 132-136.

® Ibid., p. 136.
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¢ Ralph Fitch, The Voyage of Master Ralph Fitch Marchent of London to Ormus and go
to Goa in the East India to Cambodia, Ganges, Bengala...., Purchas his Pilgrimes by
Samuel Purchas, Vol. X, 1905, p.185.

® W. W. Hunter, A Statistical Account of Bengal, (London: Trubner, 1876), pp. 220-226.
* H. Blockmann, “Contribution to the Geography and History of Bengal”, Journal of the
Asiatic Society of Bengal (hereafter JASB), Vol. XLIV(l), (Calcutta: 1875), p. 28-32.

" Mirza Nathan, Baharistan-i-Ghaybi, tr. M.I. Borah, Vol. 1, (Assam: Government of
Assam, 1936), p. 249-260.



WY T S 751

65 SgpTTsfar e | et A S AN P A NG whwiE e
Trgrd AR | oA iR (Ixed Fiet) ©ifty weye et e wifbs
Teg-57 S iR “de Rgw feeet |

<ift JreerR frees, Tar-aER sfqoef | T cieer @R ot ST 3 S
TETNY AT | TENTOIT FIACT WA AN A9 A9 ©Iod wRwiama
s 1 2R | g T AW ot T+ eiftr wfmirom fera et
e | Tl e (=T o7 IR G2 ©Ifoa SRWIRAT AN “Hifere
IEE @, ST W7 [z Fhce AR oA | [RFE e S en e e,
ST ST 2] (AF GIPE T 2IFE T FIE AB-AGE ASATS
Sfgrele Tt ©ift w6t TRyl ¢ Wt e g st 1*°
.

B T (A3 AWM-STRAT [fey AqRoneD orel-eR 3T S
FACES AT AW, QT G2 IR NLFS! ANOo g-Ofeel, WL Tt 7o SRy
Qe Secet i 23 A1 Beecg IO 2 o7 | @3 935 T @R oM Seifers
*feT-AIfRe AR7E et m-ehiedl TIel e g-orie ver
F(E ITE OF F AfTST IR | AR Ao FRWF FHT (AF WS
F(E OPIFAR SId TRINS FRRANET AR @ IR0, A7F, T,
LI, SRR -ofi @fogiire T (AFe uF ([2R AR A5e |

Tt ©lft Secew eF | TE
R

TRICAR wTRel iy, wriRrer el SiReiar 99k 77 Mg oA et | SormE
IR SRAEe ReAR R RSy weetea awelFIAa 9% W G oI
TR (6T FACST 8 T Ay B W3R AR AR AP 9T ST
[T @ TARS FIATT AL AT FACST |°° TR OF FICET FN LGB TGS G2
e aiRe fsficas ey AffidTe et | gSEiei f[fey werew 3 s
TR T AT | QACHF PO G GBI TRICE &S AIF8 2 @R G2

® Ibid., pp. 249-260.
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conquest of Chatgaon, 1666 A. D.", JASB, Numismatic Supplement -3, Vol. VI,
(Calcutta: 1907), p. 406.
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*H. Beveridge, The History of Bakhergang: It's History and Statistics, (London:

Trubner, 1876), p. 35.

> 1bn Battuta, The Rehala, (Aga Mehdi Hussain tr. & ed.), (Baroda: Oriental Press,
1953), p. 233-242.

*® Ceasar Fredericke, Extracts of Master Ceasar Fredericke his Eighteen Years Indian
Observation, in Hakluytus Posthumus or Purchas his Pilgrimes, by Samuel Purchas, Vol.
X, (Glasgow: James Maclehose and Sons, 1905), p.182.

*® Ralph Fitch, op.cit., p. 176-185.
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hesitate to acknowledge that the whole country, including the sundarbans
proper, lying between Hooghly on the West and Meghna in the east, is only the
Delta caused by deposition of the debris carried down by the rivers Ganges and
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> Syed Mahmudul Hasan, Muslim Monuments of Bangladesh, (Dhaka: Islamic

Foundation of Bangladesh, 1987), p.19.
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*J. Westland, District of Jessore: Its History, Antiquity and its Commerce, (Calcutta:
1871), p. 2-23.
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°° M.L Dames (Tr.), The book of Duarte Barbosa, (London: Hakluyt Society, 1921), p.
148.

°® Sebastian Manrique, Travels of Sebastian Manrique (1629-1643), (Lt. Col. C. Eckford
tr.), (London: Hakluyt Society, 1927); e, &It wizwam, Jranzy [Rews 36,
(Tl ngﬁfﬂ?{@ﬁ, 2000), . ©q-80 |

°“ M.L Dames (tr), op.cit,; TF®, XN YNGR, T 2O 7% 9%,
(FferFTeT: SRSt I 759, 2000), 7. LIF-VOY |

°* Ludovico-di-Verthema, The Travel of Ludocico -di-Verthema in Egypt, Syria, Arabia
Deserta and Arabia Felix, in Persia, India and Ethiopia (1503-1508 A. D.); cited in J. N.
Dasgupta (Ed.), Bengal in Sixteenth Century A. D., (Calcutta, 1914), p. 117.

% James Wise, “Notes on Sonargaon, Eastern Bengal”, JASB, Vol. XLIII, 1974, part-I, p.
76-82.
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3 J A Campos, History of the Portuguese in Bengal, (Calcutta: Butterworth and Co.
Ltd., 1919), p. 28 fn.

® Row g, T, (A TES FF wETed L), (Iferen: et e,
200B), 7. SOV |

*° Francois Bernier, Travels in Mughal Empire (1556-1568 A. D.), (Archibald Constable
tr.), (New Delhi: S. Chand & Co., 1978), 2nd ed., p. 156-157.

** Sebastian Manrique, op.cit., p. 37-40.
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® 1bn Battuta, op.cit., p. 235.

1A, Campos, op.cit., p. 119.

% Prof Ranabir Chakrabarti of Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi delivers a
lecture at the inaugural session of the two-day long conference on “Heritage Chatigram
History Conference”, the Daily Star-Abdul Karim Sahityavisharad first memorial Lecture
on “Chattagram and the Bay of Bengal Network: A Maritime Profile ¢ 500 -1500 CE ”,
16 march, 2012.
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* Reena Bhaduri, Social Formation in Medieval Bengal, (Kolkata: Bibhasa, 2001),
p.219.

° Jadunath Sarkar, “The conquest of Chatgaon, 1666 A.D.”, JASB., Numismatic
Supplement - 3, Vol. VI, Calcutta, 1907, p.406.

® J.N. Sarkar, "Firingis Pirates of Chittagong", JASB, Vol. Ill, No. 6, pp. 71-73.



